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Thank you to all who attended the very first SAVE THE RADCLIFFE ACTION GROUP (STRAG) meeting 

on Tuesday, February 28, 2017. It was a great turnout and we expect growing numbers at our next 

meeting (April) as many weren’t able to make this first one. We have since received many more 

requests to join along with the support of other organizations and the local Hitchin Community. 

 

In attendance were members of the local Community as well as members from CAMRA, The Chiltern 

Society, and former Liberal Democrat Councillor and Radcliffe Arms manager, Stuart Alder. 

 

Please find below a summary so far and a brief comment about the potential for a new application 

from the owner/developers of The Radcliffe. 

 

 

Community Member Feedback: 

 Most/all used The Radcliffe regularly, even if they thought the offering wasn’t quite right, 

and felt the pub’s closure was a loss to the community and wanted to see the pub retained 

as an asset of community value. 

 

 All were perplexed at the lack of activity to market or sell the pub, especially as it appears 

this will be required by NHDC, per the suggested NPPF ETC7. 

 

 All strongly objected to demolition and/or any further development on the site. 

 

 All felt there was a lack of communication about what the circumstances around the pub are 

currently and there was interest in getting a dialogue going with the current 

owners/developers, despite such efforts having failed in the past. 

 

 

Action Items / Updates: 

 ACV Application - Is there an update on status of approval? 

Update: NHDC have said a decision will be reached by March 23rd, 2017. 

 

 NHDC Planning - is there a new application underway or being discussed? 

Update: We are awaiting NHDC confirmation that a 2nd application has been filed. 

 

 Site Protection - advice on monitoring and protecting against illegal activities, including 

squatting, vandalism and potential insurance fraud? 

Update: Written requests for advice have now been sent to local fire and police. 

 

 STRAG Website - When will this be ready?? 

Update: Site layout created, construction underway and it should be live this month (March). 

 

 Communication With Owner/Developers - is there someone else we can find to 

communicate with the owner/developers, despite all failed attempts to date, to discuss this? 

Update: No progress, suggestions welcome but all efforts have failed to date. 



 

 

Related News: 

 CAMRA’s 2017 top UK pub of the year went to one owned by the local community: 

https://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/2017/mar/03/cheers-pub-saved-by-its-

customers-rated-best-in-the-uk 

 

There are a few lessons in here about what’s possible and how to reinvent a failed pub 

offering and make it a success. 

 

 We also welcome as ongoing and advisory members to our board both Holly Mitchell for 

planning expertise and John Pearce from The Chiltern Society for overall expertise and 

guidance. We have the support of The Hitchin Society and I expect further organizations to 

offer their support in the future. 

 

 I am happy to say our 9-point Charter was approved without amends, here it is again: 

 

1. To preserve The Radcliffe as a pub as an ongoing concern and an Asset of Community 

Value. 

2. To campaign on behalf of The Radcliffe remaining a viable pub.  

3. To centralise all available information, documents, contacts and expertise to achieve 

this. 

4. To find a solution in the form of new owner/operators for The Radcliffe. 

5. To locate and engage with private, commercial or community buyers for The Radcliffe. 

6. To qualify and supply those leads transparently to the current Owners/Developers. 

7. To ensure that the integrity of the NHDC Planning process is maintained. 

8. To ensure that communications to NHDC Planning are accurate and represent the 

community and residents of Hitchin accurately. 

9. To ensure that all NHDC requirements are adhered to regarding the building, 

conservation area and Planning process while the pub remains closed and unoccupied. 

 

 I expect there is anticipation/concern over the recent news that a second application from 

the owner/developers is imminent. We are awaiting confirmation from NHDC Planning 

(specifically, James Gran) and will address that specifically once it emerges. 

 

Thank you again for your interest. Our meetings remain open and it is not a requirement to 

contribute or be actively involved, so I hope all will continue to feel welcome and I hope we’ll get 

increasing input from all our members in future. 

 

 

Nick Cavander, Chairman, March 2017 
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