
 
 
 
 
 
         49 Grays Lane 
         Hitchin 
         Herts  SG5 2HH 
 
 
Mr Ian Couper 
Head of Finance, Policy and Governance 
North Hertfordshire District Council 
Council Offices 
Gernon Road 
Letchworth Garden City 
Herts SG6 3JF 
 
 
         2 February 2017 
 
Dear Mr Couper, 
 
The Radcliffe, 31 Walsworth Road, Hitchin SG4 9ST 
Letter of support for Asset of Community Value proposal 
 
This letter is to provide the support of The Hitchin Society for the application that has 
recently been made for The Radcliffe to be registered as an Asset of Community Value. 
 
The Hitchin Society’s view is that The Radcliffe as a public house, and more recently a highly 
regarded restaurant, has for many years played an important role in the life of a tight-knit 
and vibrant local community in the adjoining area.  Although there is no overall shortage in 
the provision of public houses in the wider Hitchin area, and in particular the town centre, 
this specific public house with its “gastropub” dining facilities is located at the heart of a 
very well-defined locality.  Within this part of Hitchin there are no comparable licensed 
premises which can act as the social hub of the local community.  Its closure as a public 
house, and also as a meeting venue for many voluntary organisations, would be a real and 
substantial loss to the spirit of community and social well-being of this compact and 
distinctive part of Hitchin. 
 
There is no doubt that its continuation as a successful and flourishing public house and 
restaurant is now at serious risk.  We consider that steps should now be taken urgently to 
safeguard this important asset within its community, and that its registration as an Asset of 
Community Value would be fully justified in terms of both its value to the local community 
and the degree of risk to which it is now exposed. 
 



Furthermore, The Hitchin Society as the long-established Civic Society for Hitchin has great 
concern that any change to the role and purpose of The Radcliffe, such as proposed in 
planning application reference 16/02888/1 (now withdrawn), would adversely affect the 
quality of the built and historic environment in this part of Hitchin.   
 
In particular, The Radcliffe occupies a key location at an important road junction within the 
Conservation Area where it makes a strong contribution to the street scene.  Any change of 
use away from a public house serving the local community, and especially its proposed 
demolition and replacement by a modern block of flats, would substantially alter the 
character of this locality.  The Conservation Area is an important feature of Hitchin with its 
stock of well-preserved late-Victorian and Edwardian housing, and The Radcliffe has been 
described as a “strong building” within the character assessment of this area.  It is important 
that this distinctive building is protected, and continues to serve as a focal point, both for 
the physical environment and also for the life of the local community. 
 
We therefore trust that The Radcliffe will now receive the protection offered by registration 
as an Asset of Community Value. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
Jane Clark 
Chairman, The Hitchin Society 
 


